
Preparing for an internet shutdown involves a multi-faceted approach, focusing on communication, 

access to information, emergency preparedness, and community support. Here are some steps 

neighbors can take: 

 

1. **Alternative Communication Methods**: 

   - Set up a neighborhood communication chain using non-internet methods like walkie-talkies or CB 

radios. 

   - Establish a physical meeting point for information sharing and updates. 

 

2. **Information and Entertainment**: 

   - Stock up on physical copies of important documents, books, maps, and entertainment like board 

games and books. 

   - Download and store useful information offline, such as first aid guides, repair manuals, and 

educational materials. 

 

3. **Emergency Preparedness**: 

   - Ensure everyone has a basic emergency kit with essentials like food, water, medication, and first aid 

supplies. 

   - Create a neighborhood emergency plan that includes roles, responsibilities, and procedures for 

different scenarios. 

 

4. **Local Networking and Skills Sharing**: 

   - Organize neighborhood skill-sharing sessions to teach and learn essential skills like gardening, basic 

repairs, and first aid. 

   - Establish a barter system for goods and services within the community. 

 

5. **Community Support Systems**: 

   - Identify vulnerable neighbors and plan for their support and care. 

   - Create a system for pooling resources and sharing essential items. 

 

6. **Alternative Power Sources**: 

   - Invest in alternative power sources like solar panels or generators for essential needs. 



   - Learn how to safely use and maintain these power sources. 

 

7. **Financial Preparedness**: 

   - Keep some cash on hand, as digital transactions may not be possible. 

   - Discuss community-based financial support systems like a neighborhood fund or resource pool. 

 

8. **Mental Health and Wellness**: 

   - Plan for community activities that promote mental well-being. 

   - Share resources and knowledge about managing stress and anxiety in challenging times. 

 

9. **Physical Fitness and Health**: 

   - Encourage regular physical activity and fitness routines within the neighborhood. 

   - Share knowledge about home remedies and basic health care. 

 

10. **Agriculture and Food Security**: 

    - If possible, start a community garden to supplement food supplies. 

    - Share knowledge about preserving food, like canning and drying. 

 

Remember, the key to effective preparation is collaboration and communication within the community. 

Each neighborhood will have unique needs and resources, so it's important to tailor these suggestions to 

your specific situation. 


